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Thomas Jefferson to Albert Gallatin, September 18,

1801, The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve
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Leicester Ford.

TO THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY J. MSS. (ALBERT GALLATIN.)

Monticello, September 18, 1801.

Dear Sir, —* * * With respect to Gardner and Campbell, I must leave them to yourself. I

think we are bound to take care of them. Could we not procure them as good births as

their former at least, in some of the custom-houses? One part of the subject of one of

your letters is of a nature which forbids my interference altogether. The amendment to the

Constitution, of which you speak, would be a remedy to a certain degree. So will a different

amendment which I know will be proposed, to wit, to have no electors, but let the people

vote directly, and the ticket

which has a plurality of the votes of any State to be considered as receiving thereby the

whole vote of the State. Our motions with respect to Livingston are easily explained: it was

impossible for him to go off in the instant he was named, or on shorter warning than two

or three months. In the meantime Bingham and others, mercantile men, complained in

Congress that we were losing so many thousand dollars every day till the ratification of

the treaty. A vessel to carry it was prepared by our predecessors, and all the preparatory

expenses of her mission incurred. This is the reason why Mr. L. did not go then. The

reason why he must go now is that difficulties have arisen unexpectedly in the ratification

of the treaty, which we believe him more capable of getting over than Mr. Murray. We
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think that the state of the treaty there calls for the presence of a person of talents and

confidence; we would rather trust him than Murray in shaping any new modification.

I sincerely congratulate you on the better health of your son, as well as the new addition

to your family, and Mrs. Gallatin's convalescence. I consider it as a trying experiment for

a person from the mountains to pass the two bilious months on the tide-water. I have not

done it these forty-years, and nothing should induce me to do it. As it is not possible but

that the Administration must take some portion of time for their own affairs, I think it best

they should select that season for absence. General Washington set the example of those

two months; Mr. Adams extended them to eight months. I should not suppose our bringing

it back to two months a ground for grumbling, but, grumble who will, I will never pass those

two months on tide-water. Accept assurances of my constant and sincere esteem and

respect.


